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At this time of year we begin to finalize our promotion
list, graduation list, Wilkins Honor Society, awards,
Valedictorian. Salutatorian, and summer school. This
means that it is time for our students to stay focused and
finish the year strong.

This is also the time of year that we are beginning to
wel come our sixth graders &
eighth graders. | encourage all sixth and seventh graders
to begin planning goals for the 2011 school year. Stay
focused on success and what will make you the best
student you can be. Planning now will benefit you in the
future.

As the eighth graders move closer to Graduation,
please stay focused on the requirements to attend the
eighth grade party, boat cruise, and Graduation. This
means that you are meeting all promotional and behavioral
requirements. It also means you are planning on being a
part of activities marking the end of your elementary
education and beginning of your secondary education.
This is the beginning of your future. Use the past to
catapult you into the future.

Finally, | hope that all students will make their
families proud of how they end the school year. We are all
a reflection of our families, community, and school. Finish
strong!

DATES TO REMEMBER IN MAY

3-70 Teacher Appreciation Week
60 Vithar House field trip
70 Early Dismissal
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or nextl ye

199 Eighth Trip

200 Academic Award

249 Early Dismissal

240 Eighth Dinner Dance

260 Graduation at Argo

270 Last day of Schoob 9:15 a.m. dismissal
Youbve | ooked everywhphere
can6t find a book. Che

found in the cafeteria.
All fines, extensions, and IOUs must be
paid before the end of school

In honor of Earth Day, Student Council members at Wilkins Junior High
after s
group of students helped pick up litter on the ground around Justice. These
students were 8" graders Erin Bozek (Student Council President), Fabio De
Simone, and Andrzej Stanek. 7% graders included Alana Carter, Ricky Mendez,
Ryan Sikora, and Mikayla Price. It was not only a great way to help our earth, but

School participated i n an

students gained a lot of experience from this event. All of the junior high

students were surprised about the amount of trash that people throw on the

streets and lawns around town. The more we all work together to be personally

responsible for our own garbage, the cleaner our planet will be. The Student
Council Earth Day event is something that Wilkins Jr. High School is planning on

continuing next year, too.

Elementary and Junior Staff members
wear shirts to commemorate the 40th
Earth Day
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Vithar House

Currently, the Vithar House is
busy with many exciting activities. The
students are learning awareness about
our Earth with the celebration of Earth
Day. As a house we are creating
projects from recycled materials that
can be found around our homes. The
projects can be anything useful such a
lap desk that was created by Nikki
D6 Adams or a
cardboard and electric tape created by
Kevin Walsh. Some projects will be
displayed in our school library. We are
also teaming up with Student Council
to create Earth Day posters that
demonstrate why people should be
mindful and kind to our planet. The
best poster will win a $10 gift
certificate.

Vithar House students are also
partnering with kindergarten students
for read alouds and other activities
such as questioning and visualizing. This
partnership is promoting reading to
both the younger and older
students. Also, kindergarten students
are provided with role models, while
the 7™ grade students are gaining
confidence in their reading and
conversation skills.

In addition to the activities
above, the Vithar House students are
looking forward to their field trip to
Brookfield Zoo. The field trip will take
place on May 6". There, the students
will participate in a scavenger hunt
using disposable cameras. The next
day, groups will create a poster
displaying their findings. If you would
like to chaperone, it is not too late to
volunteer!

As you can see we are really
involved these last few weeks of
school. We are concluding this year
with a bang! We are looking forward
to an educational and fun last few
weeks of school!
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Itzel Morales and Colleen Murphy read
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The Renaissance House has
been very busy preparing for the end of
the school year. First, thank you for all
the generous donations to our food
drive O our way of making the world a
better place for Earth Day. We were
able to donate 3 boxes of food to the
St. Blasé Food Pantry in Summit. Kim
Fields was the wi
Earth Day t-shirt raffle as a result of her
generous donations.

We are also heading to
Brookfield Zoo on Friday, April 30 for a
field trip. Students will have the chance
to search for the answers to animal fact
questions while watching all the amazing
animals.

Throughout April and May the
Language Arts classes are working on
speech and book report projects. Each
student has a very different, yet exciting
speech topic, which they will present
during the first week of May. The
students have been busy researching
during the past few weeks in order to
become an expert on their topic. The
students are getting excited and
nervous about presenting their
speeches and sharing the interesting
information they have found so far.

As for the book report, each
student was given an opportunity to
choose a book to read based on their
interest and reading level. They were
given classroom suggestions as well as
independent reading choices. Each
book has different activities and
projects that help engage the students
in their reading.
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In the News

We are looking forward to
becoming an audience member to listen,
see, and read what the students have
learned throughout these months on
the various topics they researched and
read about!

In PreAlgebra we will be
finishing up the year with our Geometry
Unit followed by a fun activity on
Probability. In Algebra 1 will be working
on Chapter 8 on Factoring and we will
prepare for the final exam that takes
place on May 18 .

Welcome to May and the
completion of the fourth quarter, it
62y QG 0S8 f2y3
here. Therefore it is imperative that
students continue to do their work no
matter how splendid the weather may
be. In the Renaissance house we are
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now will move onto the 1950s and the
Cold War.We will also be studying the
Korean War and then look deeply into
the events of the 1960s and the Civil
Rights Movement.Students still need tp
continue completing news articles eag
Friday and be prepared for weekly
quizzes and homework assignments.
look forward to a successful completia
of the 2010 and wish all of our student
the best of luck in high school.
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International House

Mr s . Giscieocd dass is busy
learning about electric charges and
students have discovered the
similarities between electric charges
and magnetism. Our future
electricians are learning how
electricity travels. Students are
engaged in many labs that allow
them to discover the necessary
components of circuits. Our
electricity and magnetism unit is in
full swing with many hands-on labs!
Mr . SPrexAlgétsa math
classes began learning about
geometry in April, beginning with line
and angle relationships and
triangles. We will continue our study
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8TH grade info : Cap and gown Congratulations to the

money is due. Just a quick 20092010 Wilkins Junior High Each Month Wilkins recognizes
reminder that any lunch IOUs, {OK22t o02eaQ otailSaoltt GSFY F2N
overdue fines, lost book fees or  great season! The Vikings finished @WMC@W&]@ [iﬁl]@]ke @@]
miscellaneous fees must be first in their division, third overall

paid prior to graduation. in the conference and second in

May 191 Mystic Cruise 8th grade the conference tournamentThe  Theresa Komperda, Danielle
Maw o G . 028A0 TAYI 65 B O200Rk 'EIAVI”  Sgehez rJ]OSh
ay 241 Graduation Practice in Ancieto, Alicia McCulloug
North Gym ?vt/g;? 2E$r%fsv¥ﬁrti2283?hthe op Markeisha Banks, Jerry Maka,
May 241 8th Grade Dinner Dance Subu?lban Junior Hiah Kimberly Fields, Andrea Moore,
May 26- Graduation Dress _ g Anthony Martinez, Dontavis
Rehearsafi early dismissal for Confer_ence.J_osh Meier scored Gowder, Colleen Murphy,
157 points this season, Jeremy

8th graders ) Stephen Shelton, Edvard Borm,
May 261 Graduation Ceremony Rush 152 points, Abdullah Omran Debbie Barakat, Waselah

at Argo at 7:00 pm 101 points, and Romello Radford Sheikh, Daniel Garbacz,
Photographs of diploma 95 points. Meier, Rush, and Patrycja Zajac, Skye Castaneda,
presentation will be available Radford will be playing in the Reeman Tineh, Jemi Patel,
at hrimaging.com/diplom a.  Conference AiStar game on Duniya Yahia, Michael Tough,
A DVD of the graduation March 18" at 6:45 p.m.at Worth  josh Meier, Peter Mamulski,
ceremony Junior High.Omran will be in the 3 Todd Goss
will be available for purchase 1 point shot contest which will take
forms will be available in your place during half time of the All
student 60s homer osgMyan®eConbrakulatioRstagain
main office on a great season Vikings! Eighth grade students
Each student will be issued 7 held a canned food drive/
tickets. Extra tickets raffle during the week of April
will be issued at graduation The Wilkins Junior High 12th fi 16th. 8th graders
practice on 5/24/10. Requests  Cheerleaders performed in their  brought in nonperishable food
for extra tickets need to be in final competition of the 2002010 jtems to their homeroom
writing and submitted to the seasomat Cheer Festylonday, teacher and received a raffle
school office no sooner that March 15th. After a long season of ticket for each item. The
5/17/10. Extra tickets are hard work, dedication, and fun, prizefi an Earth Day t-shirt.
given on a first come first serve  the girls put on an excellent show All donations went to St. Blasé
basis. and received a ranking of second Food Pantry in Summit. They
Please rememberall —— giyision! They also put a lot of time are so appreciative of our
outstanding fees must be paid and effort into hosting the offer to donate! St. Blasé

before graduation competition and making an hosts a dinner each

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL Oufioyable evening for the other  Wednesday for those in need
GRADUATES CLASS OF 2010 €ams, as well. Way to go Vikings!
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Wilkins Learning Community Statement of Beliefs
The mission of Indian Springs School District 109 is to provide
A Wilkins Junior High School every student with a quality education that will instill a desire
and ability to achieve their maximum potential as self-
supportive, independent, productive citizens for the 21
century through offering a positive atmosphere and a variety of
quality learning experiences.

708-496-8708
Fax: 708-728-3114 This mission statement is supported by the staff of Wilkins

isd109.org School, who further believe that:

e Everyone has the potential to learn.

8001 South 82nd Ave. Learning includes both academic and life skills.

Justice, IL 60458

VR, . . S

ot Learning respect for the individual
Indian Springs School District the educational process.

#109

Children have the right to be educated to their fullest potential.

Schools should promote tolerant, thinking, productive citizens.

All school employees should contribute to the welfare of children.

Home of the Vikings

Education is a growth process for all involved.

Learning not only takes place in schools, but also in the community,
home, and other social institutions.

e The more resources involved; the better the learning process.

Wedr e he web, gt

isd109.org!

on

parents should be involved in t
e All schools should be funded adequately.
e Schools must provide a safe learning environment for all.

of geometry in May, focusing on both two-dimensional and On March 29-April | forty eight eighth grade students participated
three-dimensional shapes. Algebra 1 students spent April . . . - .
studying polynomials. We will turn to the study of factoring in the Trees For Tomorrow ecology trip in Eagle River, Wisconsin.
expressions. During these four days students participated in many outdoor

~ InMs . Tar bSotid Stutiésxlass, students are  activities such as; team building games, logging days, GPS tracking
learning about World War Il. We spent a couple of weeks and tapping trees for maple syrup. Students also learned how to
discussing the horrors of the Holocaust. Currently, we are identify diff found in th h ds. Th |
focusing on the causes and effects of the war, and the battles Identi 'y ' ererft trees found in the north woods. ?)’ also got to
being fought in Europe, Africa, and Asia. Soon 8" graders will experience seeing a Great Horned Owl and a Red Tail Hawk up
be completing their final project, which will be on the 1940s. As  close in the classroom. Throughout this four day trip students
the school year comes to an end, please remind your childto  became more aware of their surroundings and learned to

stay on task, focused, and continue studying, so the final
weeks can be a huge success!

Mr. Nuccio echoes the request of parents initiated by
Ms. Tarbutton. In addition, please ask your young learners to
take the last month of the year as serious as the first. We will
finish strong!  As students are completing research on their
speech project, Nucciobs | anguage
off their knowledge in a 5-8 minute speech. This oral
broadcast is on a topic of their choosing. Finally, students will
read The Diary of a Young Girl. The life and times of Anne
Frank will cast light on her fragile existence. Included in the
text, my 8" graders will endure a final reading comprehension
analysis prior to their high school voyage. Good luck and stay
focused!

In May, Mr. Catherwood's Language Arts class will be
reading Anne Frank and studying the Holocaust.



