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DATES TO REMEMBER  

August  
27 & 28 Poms/Dance tryouts 

September  
7—LABOR DAY observed  NO school 

8—Volleyball game at Hamlin 

9—STEP information meeting in 215 

10– Volleyball game v. Prairie in North Gym 

10 & 11—Cheerleading Tryouts on stage 

14—Volleyball game at Worth 

15—STEP clinic  

16— Progress Reports Issued 

16-STEP tryouts 

16—Volleyball game v. Independence in North 

Gym 

21—Volleyball game v. Central Park in North 

Gym 

23—Volleyball game at Arbor Park 

24—Volleyball game v. Finley in North Gym 

28— Volleyball game at Hille 

30—Volleyball game at Kolmar 

 

 

 

Wilkins Monthly 

Principal’s Corner 

     Welcome to all our new students and returning 
students!  The community of Wilkins Junior High, the 
parents, staff and students make this an outstanding 
place to learn and grow.     As we begin the school 
year I want to encourage all parents to get to know 
their child’s teachers,  course schedule, activities 
which they can be in involved in and ask questions.  
For those who have their first child going to middle 
school,   please be comforted to know that the staff 
members at Wilkins are the best!  We are very proud 
to have highly qualified staff teaching in every content 
area and work very hard for every student. 

      Parents are partners in their child’s education.  
We ask that you talk to your child each day about 
what happened in school that day.  Ask them to tell 
you about particular subjects, activities and friends.  
Ask them to see their assignment notebooks and 
show you their homework.  Read with them and to 
them.  Take opportunities to have your child practice 
math in real world situations such as at the store. Our 
goal is to make our students exceptional students 
academically, socially and physically.  As your child 
starts the year, have him/her set goals and develop a 
plan to monitor those goals throughout the year. 

     I look forward to a great school year.  I appreciate 
everyone supporting our children and encouraging 
them to be the best they can be.  Welcome back and 
as always thank you for all you do for your children. 

Front Page House News Clubs & Awards In the News 

PATHS 

Come join us  

Parents,  Administrators, Teachers,  Helping Students (PATHS)  meeting on September 23 

Main Office—Conference Room 

  Please join us.  Your input is important to us and we welcome your ideas.  We will be 

discussing the upcoming year’s events. 
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The International House 
 International House is looking forward 
to a very prosperous and exciting year 
with our 8th grade students!   
International House teachers include 
Mr. Catherwood and Mr. Nuccio who 
both teach Language Arts, Mr. Siar is 
the math teacher, Mrs. Girod is our 
science teacher, and Ms. Tarbutton 
teaches social studies, Ms. Wolf, Ms. 
Raulinaitis, and Ms. Ongstad are our 
co-teachers for the team.  Our team is 
dedicated to working with both 
students and parents to establish a 
continual line of communication to 
ensure that your son or daughter 
succeeds in 8th grade.  Please feel 
free to contact any of the 
International House teachers with any 
questions or concerns.  We look 
forward to an outstanding school year! 
 

Meet Your Vithar House Teachers!!!! 

Language Arts 

Hello, I’m Ms. Thurmon, and welcome 
to seventh grade!!! I am one of the 
two language arts teachers on the 
Vithar House.  This year is my fourth 
year teaching at Wilkins Junior High, 
and I am very excited! I also 
graduated from Wilkins with the class 
of 1994! I attended Argo High School 
and went on to college at Northern 
Illinois University. I am currently the 
coach of the Vikings Step Team, which 
is Wilkins’ first Step Team ever! Some 
of my favorite things include 
traveling, shopping, and playing with 

my two cats, Gigi and Tootie. 

Ms. Malyszko is one of the two 
language arts teachers in your house.  
She is a graduate of Saint Xavier 
University of both her bachelor’s and 
master’s degree. This is Ms. 
Malyszko’s fourth year teaching.  She 
is also the team leader of the house 
and should be contacted through e-
mail or phone about any Vithar house 
concerns. In her spare time, she 
enjoys reading, working out, playing 

fetch with her new puppy Biggie, 
and watching her favorite show 
Lost. Ms. Malyszko, along with Ms. 
Tarbutton is in charge of Student 
Council.  Ms. Malyszko is looking 

forward to a great new school year! 

Math 

This will be Miss Murray’s third year 
teaching 7th grade math here at 
Wilkins. She went to Monmouth 
College and played volleyball and 
basketball there. In her free time 
she likes to read books, play 
volleyball and softball and spend 

time with family and friends. 

Ms. Kelley is one of the two math 
teachers on the Vithar House Team.  
This is her first year teaching at 
Wilkins and she is very excited!  Ms. 
Kelley graduated from St. Xavier 
University where she played 
softball for four years.  During the 
summer, Ms. Kelley coaches a 
softball team, umpires, and likes to 
go to the beach.  She also enjoys 
playing with her two dogs Boots and 
LuLu.  She is looking forward to a 

very exciting year!   

Science 

Hello new Vikings and welcome to 
Wilkins Jr. High! My name is Mrs. 
Boyer (Ms. Mayher) and I am the 
7th grade Science teacher for the 
Vithar House. This is my third year 
at Wilkins and I am very excited to 
be starting off another school year 
at Wilkins. Besides teaching, I have 
been the cheerleading and poms 
coach for the past two years along 
with being involved in many other 
after school activities. Besides my 
name change, I am looking forward 
to new but good changes this year 
both in and outside of the 
classroom. Again, I look forward to 
this school year and welcome to Jr. 
High! 

Social Studies 

Mr. Harting is looking forward to his 
second year at Wilkins Junior High. 

He has taught at Richards High 
School and at Unity Junior High.  
Mr. Harting has degrees from 
Trinity Christian College, and 
Governors State University. 
Outside of school Mr. Harting 
enjoys music, gardening, and 
spending time with his wife, two 

children, and his dog Moxie. 

Foreign Language 

This month in Ms. Jacobs’ first 
year Spanish classes we will be 
learning about greetings, ways to 
say goodbye, time, classroom 
objects and classroom commands.  
For students who took Spanish last 
year we will start off the year 
with review.  Students will first 
review what we learned last year 
and then we will begin chapter 5.  
All of Ms. Jacobs’ students were 
issued a textbook and two 
workbooks the second day of 
school.  This year we will be using 
the textbook series Realidades.  
There are online activities 
students can do for extra 
practice.  Students can go to 
http://www.phschool.com/  and 
enter the web-codes found in 
their textbook.  If any student 
needs extra help they should ask 
me to stay after school.  I would 
also like to welcome my student 
teacher, Ms. Melanie Carroll to 
Wilkins Junior High.  She will be 
student teaching with me until 
December. 

House of Blitz 

The House of Blitz would 
like to give a great big WELCOME 
to all of our new 7th graders. We 
are excited to start a brand new 
year of learning, exploring, and 
new experiences.  Our house goal 
is “to motivate students to learn 
academically and socially through 
a variety of educational 
strategies.” continued on page 3    

                                            

http://www.phschool.com/
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house.  I am looking forward to a fun and 
educational year with this new group of 
8th graders.  I’ve noticed in the first few 
days that many students do not have a 
calculator, please make sure that your 
student has a scientific calculator they 
can use for math class.  Please feel free 
to contact me with any questions 
kbrazee@isd109.org or (708) 496-8708 
x521. 
     My name is Ms. Lebensorger and I am 
one of the Language Arts Teachers on the 
Renaissance House. I am a recent 
graduate of Illinois State University. I 
have substitute taught at many different 
grade levels throughout District 109 
during the last school year. I am very 
excited about being the new Language 
Arts teacher. We have begun the year 
making “All About Me” books to help 
students learn about others in their class. 
We will be learning about how to expand 
our thoughts to write extended 
responses, the literary genres, preview 
and predicting a story within the next 
few weeks. If ever you have questions 
please contact me and I will be more 
than happy to answer them. 
  
 
 
 

From the Attendance Office: 

     If your student does not come to 
school, please call the attendance office 
to report the absence and excuse your 

student for the day or days. 

     No matter what the reason is, 
absences must be reported to the 

attendance office. 

      Absences can be reported any time of 
the night or day.  The Wilkins Junior High 
number is 496-8710.  When the computer 
answers, dial extension 213 to leave your 

voice message. 

 

independent reading book and their 
Language Arts binders to class each 
day.  Students have started working 
in their Spelling books and should 
expect a spelling test every 
Friday.  Please contact me with any 
questions or concerns about 
Language Arts or the Renaissance 
House at kward@isd109.org.  
      Welcome Back!  My name is 
Mrs. Johnson and I am the 8th 
Grade Social Studies Teacher.  The 
Renaissance House is very lucky to 
welcome Mr. Sielaff.  He comes to 
us from St. Xavier University and 
will be doing his student teaching 
in the eighth grade until 
December.  We will begin with 
Chapter 15 in our textbook.  This 
chapter focuses on the problems 
that arose prior to the Civil 
War.  Students will be expected to 
have a pen, notebook, workbook 
and vocabulary folder each 
day.  They were given textbooks to 
leave at home until the end of the 
year.  There are other textbooks in 
the desks so students will not lose 
them.  Homework will be given 
most nights except for 
Friday.  Please remind them to 
keep up with their assignments and 
remember that they have news 
articles due each Friday.  It's going 
to be a great year! 
     Welcome back!!! I'm Mr 
Vondrak, Science teacher.  We will 
be starting the year with our 
animals unit. Students will be 
checking out animals from all 
different groups, including 
vertebrates and invertebrates. We 
will be learning about ecosystems 
and ecology also! I'm looking 
forward to a great year!  
     Welcome back to school!  My 
name is Mrs. Brazee, I am the math 
teacher for the Renaissance 
house.  This is my third year at 
Wilkins and my 2nd year as the Math 
teacher for the Renaissance 

Therefore, with the help of 
parents and families, we hope to 
give our students a fantastic, 
productive, and successful first 
year in junior high. 

We are also very eager to 
embark on our curricular journeys 
in each of our classes. In Math, we 
are beginning the year with a 
problem solving unit. To kick off 
this unit, our students worked in 
small groups to build houses with 
specific requirements using only 
certain materials. In Language 
Arts, we are beginning the year 
with a genre unit where students 
will be learning about different 
types of literature. We will be 
concluding this unit by making 
genre posters to hang up in the 
classroom. In Science, we are 
kicking off the year with a biology 
unit during which students will be 
growing their own plants. In Social 
Studies, we are starting off the 
year by studying timelines. 
Students will be creating a 
timeline of their own life.  As you 
can see, though it is only the first 
week of school, we are already 
very busy diving into our 
curriculum. Here’s to a GREAT 
year in the House of Blitz. 

   
 

   May we introduce the 
Renaissance House: 

 
Welcome Back!  I am Mrs. Ward, a 
Language Arts teacher and the 
Team Leader of the Renaissance 
House.  My Language Arts classes 
will begin the year practicing their 
reading skills and strategies; 
exploring our new writing books; 
and establishing our classroom 
routines for guided reading groups 
and independent reading. Our first 
activity was to read a poem titled 
“The Bottom Line”.  Students 
should make sure they bring an 
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Wilkins Learning Community Statement of Beliefs 

The mission of  Indian Springs School Dist rict  109 is t o provide 

every st udent  wit h a qualit y educat ion t hat  will inst ill a desire 

and abilit y t o achieve t heir maximum pot ent ial as self -

support ive, independent , product ive cit izens for t he 21 st  

cent ury t hrough of fering a posit ive at mosphere and a variet y of  

qualit y learning experiences. 

This mission st at ement  is support ed by t he st af f  of  Wilkins 

School, who furt her believe t hat : 

Everyone has the potential to learn. 

Learning includes both academic and life skills. 

Children have the right to be educated to their fullest potential. 

Learning respect for the individual’s needs and abilities is necessary in 

the educational process. 

Schools should promote tolerant, thinking, productive citizens. 

All school employees should contribute to the welfare of children. 

Education is a growth process for all involved. 

Learning not only takes place in schools, but also in the community, 

home, and other social institutions. 

The more resources involved; the better the learning process. 

All parents should be involved in their child’s educational process. 

All schools should be funded adequately. 

Schools must provide a safe learning environment for all. 

Indian Springs School District 

#109 

8001 North 82nd Ave. 

Justice, IL  60458 

708-496-8708 

Fax: 708-728-3114 

isd109.org 

Home of the Vikings 

Weõre on the web at 

isd109.org! 

Wilkins Junior High School 
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The biggest story of the year, the 
Wilkins Junior High yearbook is on 
sale now! A limited number will be 
printed, so to get your hands on 
your own copy, you better reserve 
your copy now.   The cost is 
$25.00. 
 The Wilkins Junior High 
yearbook will cover the greatest 
moments and memories of 2009-
2010 with hundreds of photos and 
stories about academic 
accomplishments, club activities, 
school sports, special events and 
class histories. The yearbook is 
special because there’s simply 
nothing else like it. You’ll never 
find a better way to capture school 
life, and the achievements and 
experiences of every student 
inside and outside of school all in 
one place. 
  The Wilkins Junior 
High 2009-2010 yearbook is being 
produced by the yearbook staff 
under the direction of advisor Ms. 
Farnesi. 

 

RECYCLING PROGRAM FOR 

WILKINS JUNIOR HIGH 

     Are you throwing away your empty 

printer cartridges and old cell phones?  

Wilkins Junior High participates in the 

FundingFactory Recycling Program.  This is 

a free fundraiser which runs year-round 

and helps to purchase computer 

equipment.  Please donate your empty 

printer cartridges and cell phones to 

Wilkins Junior High, and we will recycle 

them for you.  This will not only help 

Wilkins but will also help to alleviate the 

volume of waste that goes into landfills.  

Cell phones and printer cartridges can be 

dropped off in the Computer Lab, Room 

409. 

     If you have any questions about the 

recycling program, please call Rita 

Gutkowski, the Computer teacher, at 496-

8708 or email her at 

rgutkowski@isd109.org.  Thank you for 

your support! 

Parents/Guardians should 
be aware that School District 
#109 applies lawn care 
products in order to 
maintain a beautiful campus 
of which all of us can be 
proud.  With that being said,  
by law,  our school must 
maintain a registry of all 
parent/guardians of 
students that wish to be 
notified prior to the 
application of pesticides to 
school grounds.  Should you 
wish such notification,  
please contact our school 
office at your convenience. 
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