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Principal’s Corner

October and November are always busy
months. We are approaching the end of the first
quarter (October 21), parent teacher conferences
(November 12 and 13), and the start of the holiday
season. As we quickly approach the end of the
first quarter, let’s all work together to make this the
start of a great year.

Feel free to come visit us during American
Education Week, November 15-21, 2009.

Visitation times are November 17 and 19, 9:00-
[1:00 AM or 1:00-2:00 PM.

As we settle in to the new year, | want to
encourage all students to take advantage of all our
school has to offer. As you will notice on the
calendar, Wilkins Junior High offers a wide range of
after school activities. We have found that students
that are involved with structured activities after
school perform better in their academic classes and
enjoy school more. It also allows students to meet
new friends and strengthen relationships.

As always, | want to encourage parents to
take an active role in their child’s education. Please
make sure to check assignment notebooks, talk
about goal setting and contact teachers if you have a
question or concern. First quarter grades will be
finalized October 21. Talk to your child and make
sure that the grades on the first quarter report card
are a reflection of the goals and expectations
discussed.

DATES TO REMEMBER IN OCTOBER

| —Honor Society Nominations—6:30 in the Cafe
5-8— Conference Volleyball Tournaments—
In the North and South Gyms
5—Artworks
6—Computer Club
7—Step Practice
7—Science Club
8- High School Night—6:30 pm in Café
9—Band plays at ARGO
12—NO SCHOOL—COLUMBUS OBSERVED
| 3—Computer Club
| 4—Step Practice
| 9—Artworks
20—Computer Club
21—END OF FIRST QUARTER
21—Step Practice
22—Girls’ B-ball at Hamlin
22—Gallery night at 6:30 p.m. in Café
26—Girls’ B-ball at Central park
26— Artworks
27—Girls’ B-ball at Finley
28— Step practice
29—Vithar House field trip to Naper Settlement
29—Girls’ B-ball v. Prairie In North Gym
30—Early Dismissal - I1:15 am.

o]

Come join us at our next parent teacher
organizational meeting on October 28th
at 3:30 p.m.
in the Conference room—107D.

ABSENCES AND TARDIES
SHOULD BE CALLED INTO
THE ATTENDANCE LINE
708/496-8710
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International House

In Ms. Tarbutton’s social
studies class 8" graders have been
learning about the Civil War. We
have discussed the causes and
effects, plus the economic,
political and social issues that this
war caused. Students created a
Civil War book that covered many
issues, such as battles, technology,
soldiers, women during the war,
the Emancipation Proclamation,
and various leaders. A unit test
was given at the end of
September. Our next unit is on
the “Wild West.”

This month in Mr.
Catherwood’s Language Arts, class
is studying the elements of fiction:
point of view, stages of plot, and
how to create interesting
characters.

Mr. Nuccio’s classes have
been reading about personal
struggles in Schooled, by Gordon
Korman, which has whisked
through room 511 like an October
chill. The novel kicks off an
opportunity for our 8" graders to
gain a cognitive view of a
student’s life bombarded with
responsibility and frustration as he
attempts to maneuver past
jokesters and bullies of Claverage
Middle School. All this occurs
while Capricorn Anderson attempts
to digest educational knowledge
and sort out his feelings of an
ailing grandmother.

In addition, Mr. Nuccio’s
learners enjoy being analyzed
each Friday on their spelling
abilities. Everyday Spelling is the
text used and the class is jittery
with excitement. There is a bit
more that my 8" graders are
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working on but that’s all for now.

Students in Mrs. Girod’s
science class have been learning
about the scientific method and
how scientists conduct
investigations. Ask your child how
it all begins. We have started
learning about animals and
classification. Students
participated in a lab to determine
the responses earthworms have to
moisture and bright light. Students
need to continue to take notes and
make sure to study for all
upcoming quizzes.

Mr. Siar’s math classes have
been getting reacquainted with
math in September. We began the
year reviewing problem-solving
strategies and the properties that
make math work. We have just
begun our unit on integers, which
is always an interesting unit, since
we learn about integers without
the use of calculators in the
classroom. We will continue our
integer unit in October, and then
move into solving equations.

Renaissance House: Science will
be having a 40 point quiz next
week on invertebrate animals.
Then we will be entering the world
of vertebrate animals, including
fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds,
and mammals! Thank you to all of
those who made it to Science
Club!!!

In Social Studies, students
are studying about the major
characters and battles of the Civil
War. They are doing geography
work to show the battle plans of
Generals Grant, Lee, Sherman and
Farragut. They are writing
obituaries for Abraham Lincoln as a
tribute to this great leader. They
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also learn about the effects of
the war as they analyze social,
political, economic and
population factors. They will
finish up Chapter 17 and move
into Reconstruction, the period
following the Civil War, in
Chapter 18. They should
continue to do their homework
each night and be prepared for
a weekly quiz on Fridays. They
are learning about the horrible
flooding in Georgia and the busy
schedule of President Obama as
they work on their news articles
each week. If students need
news articles they are always
available in class.

Throughout the month,
in Language Arts, we have been
reading the novel Schooled by
Gordon Korman. This novel is
giving the students the
opportunity to see how another
person’s life can be so different.
The main character is Capricorn
who was homeschooled all his
life and is now attending a
middle school for the first time
in 8" grade. He used to live on a
farm commune and was
mentored by his grandmother
whose beliefs revolved around
those of the 60’s. He is faced
with many challenges and
remains positive throughout
most of them. To get the
students involved in the novel
we held a 60’s day, with the
day’s activities revolving around
different things that were
mentioned in the novel.
Throughout the novel we have
focused on how the main
character has changed from the
beginning of the story through
continued on page 4
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Wilkins Learning Community Statement of Beliefs
The mission of Indian Springs School District 109 is to provide
k Wilkins Junior High School every sltludent wit.h a quaI.ity edgcation that Yvill instill a desire
and ability to achieve their maximum potential as self-
supportive, independent, productive citizens for the 21
century through offering a positive atmosphere and a variety of
quality learning experiences.

708-496-8708
Fax: 708-728-3114 This mission statement is supported by the staff of Wilkins

isd109.org School, who further believe that:

e Everyone has the potential to learn.

8001 South 82nd Ave. e Learning includes both academic and life skills.
Justice, Ii<)60458 e  Children have the right to be educated to their fullest potential.
o) . S e .
s e Learning respect for the individual’s needs and abilities is necessary in
Indian Spr‘ings School District the educatlonal process.
#109 L . "
e  Schools should promote tolerant, thinking, productive citizens.
e  All school employees should contribute to the welfare of children.
Home of the Vikings e Education is a growth process for all involved.

e Learning not only takes place in schools, but also in the community,
home, and other social institutions.

e  The more resources involved; the better the learning process.
We're on the web at

isd109.org!

e  All parents should be involved in their child’s educational process.
e  All schools should be funded adequately.

e Schools must provide a safe learning environment for all.

continued from page 2 now, and will apply our century community. The museum focuses on 19th
knowledge of literary elements to the parts of the  qntyry life and will be incorporated into the social

story. We continue to work on Spelling each studies curriculum. In language arts, we are currently

week with a test every Friday, and work on . o
. . L . - working on extended response writing. The students
improving our writing with grammar skills from , o ,

are also completing their unit on Genres. There is an

our new Write Source books. )
. . independent book report poster due on October 14.
In Pre-Algebra this month we are starting
Pl ease see Ms. Thur mon or Ms. \Y

on integer operations, this chapter is a building . . . .
block for the rest of the topics we cover in Pre- more information. The Vithar house came up with the
idea to a teacherods pet contest

Algebra. This means no calculators until chapter

two is over. In Algebra 1 we are working on given an opportunity to vote on
solving equations, this is a review from last year ~ looking cats and dogs. The Vithar House is also
with some new topics added in. looking forward to the very first incentive day! Stay

The Vithar House will be attending its first field tuned for more details!

trip of the school year. We are going to Naper
Settlement on October 29t Naper
Settlement History Museum tells the story of
daily life in Naperville as it changed from a
simple frontier outpost to a bustling turn-of-the-
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Illinois Arts & humanities month
proclamation

ILLINOIS

ARTS 4+ HUMANITIES

- MO~TH

State of lllinois Proclamation

WHEREAS, the arts and humanities are
the embodiment of all things beautiful and
entertaining in the world -- the enduring
record of human achievement; and
WHEREAS, the arts and humanities
enhance every aspect of life in Illinois --
improving our economy, enriching our
civic life, driving tourism, and exerting a
profound positive influence on the
education of our children; and
WHEREAS, arts education research
shows that the arts help to foster
discipline, creativity, imagination, self-
expression, and problem solving skills
while also helping to develop a heightened
appreciation of beauty and cross-cultural
understanding; and

WHEREAS, we use the humanities --
history, literature, philosophy -- to explore
what it means to be human; and
WHEREAS, the arts and humanities play
a unique and intrinsically valuable role in
the lives of our families, our communities,
and our state; and

WHEREAS, the month of October has
been recognized as National Arts and
Humanities Month by thousands of arts
and cultural organizations, communities,
and states across the country, as well as by
the White House and Congress for more
than two decades:

THEREFORE, I, Patrick Quinn, Governor
of the State of Illinois, do hereby proclaim
October 2008 as ILLINOIS ARTS &
HUMANITIES MONTH and call upon
our citizens to celebrate and promote the
arts and culture in our state and to
specifically encourage the greater
participation by those said citizens in
taking action for the arts and humanities
in their towns and cities.
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“\ Wilkins Junior High's art
club, Artworks, will
host its fourth annual
Gallery Night this year
on Thursday, October
22, 2009 from 6:30 p.m.
- 8:00 p.m. Gallery Night is free to all
who would like to enjoy a night of art.
Not all people get a chance to go
downtown and experience a real gallery
opening, which is why the goal of Gallery
Night is to offer that opportunity. The
students put up work they can be proud
of and everyone is able to experience a
real “gallery opening”. Not only is
student work displayed but also
teachers’ work and work from Argo
High School students. Donations are
welcome to help support the after
school art club. We hope to see you
there!

Wilkins Junior High Vikings Step
Team has officially began its first
season!!!! Congratulations to the
following students who made the
step team. Julius Adams, Brandi
Watson, Christopher Ortman,

Maria Pintado, Dymond Spann,
Brianna Carter, Tashiauna Garner,
Taleiya Baker, Shaparadise Riddick,
Ashley Campbell, Dorease Lee,
Leilani Bartlett, Mercedes Binns,
Destiny Lust, Sasha McDaniel,
Catee Wells, and Niaga Rouse. |
look forward to working hard this
semester and having loads of fun! &
Ms. Thurmon (Coach T)

Wilkins Junior High Student
Council speeches and elections were
this past week. All student candidates
did a wonderful job presenting their
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speeches over the intercom and
creating and displaying their posters
throughout the school. The winners
for the 2009-2010 student council
offices are as follows: Presidents, Erin
Bozek and Destiny Lust; Vice President,
Megan Weber; and Secretary
Alexandria Earls. We are looking
forward to a wonderful and activity
filled year this year in Student Council!

Modular Technology is one of four
encore classes available to Wilkins’s
7" & 8" graders. Modular
technology allows students the
opportunity to explore
technological concepts in a student-
centered, project base, laboratory
environment. During their quarter
in modular technology students will
study three different modules in ten
day rotations, which relate to
various areas of science and
technology. Students explore topics
such as video production, robotics,
structural engineering, laser
technology and computer graphics.
Students may video commercials,
program our class robot Cye, build
and test beams for houses, decorate
their own 3D floor plan and create
brochures and animations. A new
topic this year is Forensic Science.
Students learn about Forensic
Science and gathering evidence.
They use a computer microscope to
look at different substances to
match with evidence. Students also
practice taking fingerprints. As a
final class demonstration, modular
technology students launch rockets,
built in flight technology and race
dragsters built in research and
development.
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