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  PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

 
 It is hard to believe we are ending the third quarter 
soon.  March 18, 2010, begins the fourth quarter and is an 
extremely important time of the school year.  We are finishing 
state testing, beginning to make final preparations for end of 
the year activities, and making a final push for a successful 
school year.  It is critical that if any student is not meeting 
academic requirements, they meet with their teacher and 
make plans for how to bring up grades.  We expect all of our 
students to meet academic requirements and move on to the 
next grade on schedule.  We will be making summer school 
decisions based on third quarter grades and fourth quarter 
progress reports.  Set goals for success and finish the year 
strong! 

     

 Do you want to know more about what is happening in 
your child’s classroom?  Call your child’s teacher and come 
see for yourself. 
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PATHS 

Come join us at our next parent teacher 
organization meeting on March 24  at 3:30 p.m. 

 

1—NO SCHOOL– PULASKI DAY 

2-12 —ISAT TESTING 

3— BOYS’ B-BALL TOURNAMENT AT 

INDEPENDENCE 

3– MAIL-IN REGISTRATION LETTER 

SENT HOME WITH STUDENTS 

4-BOYS’ B-BALL TOURNAMENT  

4—ROLLER SKATING PARTY AT 

FLEETWOOD 

9- BOYS’ B-BALL TOURNAMENT  

11- BOYS’ B-BALL TOURNAMENT  

14—DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME STARTS 

15-CHEERFEST AT WJH 

16-EARLY DISMISSAL 

17-END OF THE THIRD QUARTER  

17—ORCHESTRA FEST 

22-DISTRICT BAND TO PLAY AT ARGO 

23 –REPORT CARDS ISSUED 

 

 

  Report absences and tardies by 

dialing the attendance line at  

496-8710 

BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR: 

 

MAIL-IN REGISTRATION PACKETS GO HOME 

WITH SEVENTH GRADE 

STUDENTS ON MARCH 23RD. 

 
Cheerleaders performing at BEAM assembly for the elementary school 
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will also be reading Night by Elie 
Wiesel and Animal Farm by George 
Orwell as a continuation of their 
studies of the Holocaust and the 
impact of dictatorships on society. 
All of Mr. Vondrakõs science classes 
are finishing up their space units in 
the next few days. To top off our 
space unit we will be watching the 
movie Apollo 13.   TDP students will 
be building bridges to learn about 
construction and designs.  They will 
be breaking those bridges in a few 
weeks when we have our 
competition to test strength.  All 
students will begin the magnetism 
and electricity unit leading into the 
fourth quarter!     
 ISATs are here.  8th Grade 
Math ISATs will be taken in their 
Language Arts Classroom on March 
5, 8, and 9.  Please make sure your 
students gets plenty of rest and 
brings their calculator for those 
dates. 
 In Social Studies, we have 
begun studying World War 
Two.  Students are learning the 
differences between Axis and Allied 
powers.  We use Power Point 
information to deduce information 
about the people, places and 
events of World War Two.  They are 
also viewing documentary footage 
of the causes of World War Two, 
The Third Reich, Women at War, 
various battles and theatres of 
fighting.  We will continue to have 
homework, quizzes  
 Mr. Siarõs Pre-Algebra math 
classes finished their fantastic 
fractions unit in February, before 
embarking on a journey of ISAT 
review topics.  The best part about 
fractions is that we will continue to 
use them throughout the remainder 
of the year.  After ISATs, we will 
begin studying proportions.  
Algebra 1 students spent February 
grappling with inequalities, and 
how to solve them in various 
scenarios.  After ISATs the Algebra 
1 students will finish their study of 
inequalities for this year, and then 

             All of the Vithar 
House students have been working 
very hard on preparing for ISATS 
which are coming up in the first two 
weeks of March. In Ms. Malyszkoõs 
and Ms. Thurmonõs Language Arts 
classes, Black History Month was 
incorporated into their curriculum 
by having the students make Black 
History Trading Cards. In Ms. 
Murrayõs and Ms. Kelleyõs math 
classes the students have been 
learning all about the different 
aspects of the wonderful world of 
geometry and are now looking 
forward to some upcoming projects. 
In Mrs. Boyerõs science class the 
students have been learning about 
all of the elements on the periodic 
table and were given an assignment 
to create an informational poster 
about one of the elements.  In Mr. 
Hartingõs social studies classes the 
students will be viewing the movie, 
òRootsó to go along with their 
discussions on slavery. 
 

Renaissance House 
Throughout the month of February, 
the Renaissance House Language 
Arts classes have been learning 
about Text Structure. We have been 
reading a variety of nonfiction 
passages to compare and contrast, 
sequence events, and develop 
problem and solution statements. 
We have also been reading passages 
everyday to help students with 
comprehension and QAR. We are 
approaching ISAT testing. ISATõs will 
be March 2nd through March 12th. 
Please make sure your child gets 
plenty of rest, eats a healthy 
breakfast in the morning, and 
arrives to school on time every day. 
All ISAT testing for eighth grade will 
be completed in the Language Arts 
classes. Eighth grade students are 
tested in reading, writing, and 
math. After ISATõs we will be 
reading Anne Frank , which will 
correlate to WWII, the concept 
being taught in Social Studies. In 
the spring, Mrs. Wardõs TDP class 

move on into the world of monomials 
and polynomials. 
 In Mrs. Girodõs science class 
students are completing their study of 
astronomy and space exploration.  
Toward the end of March we will begin 
to learn about magnets and magnetism 
followed by concepts related to 
electricity.  This unit will provide 
students with many opportunities for 
hands-on learning activities. 
 In Ms. Tarbuttonõs Social 
Studies class, 8th graders are focusing 
on Black history month and civil rights.  
Students are learning about Martin 
Luther King, Jr., a variety of civil 
rights leaders, and they are working on 
a project based on the life of a famous 
African American person.  Students 
learned about racism and segregation 
in America during the 1950s-1960s. 
After this unit, we are jumping back in 
time to World War II and the 
Holocaust. 
 In Ms. Wolf, Mr. Nuccio, Ms. 
Thurzo, and Mr. Catherwoodõs L.A. 
class, the 8th graders are learning 
about persuasive and narrative writing. 
Students write about whether or not 
school uniforms should be worn in 
public schools. We are beginning ISAT 
review of main idea, compare and 
contrast, and cause and effect. After 
ISATs we will be moving on to a novel 
unit. 
 
 In Mrs. Dattaõs Spanish classes, 
we just finished a unit on our class 
schedules.  Students completed a 
project displaying their classes and 
wrote whole paragraphs in 
Spanish!  They are currently working 
on describing the location of objects 
around the room and just finished a 
mini-unit on Cesar Chavez which they 
really enjoyed!  New to our class is 
their favorite game ð Guerra de los 
verbos (War of the verbs) which has 
significantly improved their verb 
conjugation skills!  After our next 
chapter test, Iõm sure students will 
love our new unit on FOOD ð lots of fun 
in store  for them with this 
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 We are very proud of our 
STEP team.  Besides their 
outstanding performance at the 
Elementary School BEAM 
assembly,  they collected  
$438.65  for Haiti Earthquake 
Relief.  Ms. Thurmon,  their 
coach,  and all the staff 
commend them on the efforts.  
 
 
 On Thursday February 
11th three of our students were 
recognized by VFW post.    
Mikayla Perecich,  Andrea 
Moore,  Emily Dobrzynski and 
Destiny Lust were each 
recognized by Mr. Kirst,  Mr. 
Porrey and the Elementary 
School for their  outstanding 
essays and they received a 
savings bond.  Nice Job ladies. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patriot Pen winners with Mr. Kirst,  Mr. Porrey,  
Dr. Royer and Wilkins Elementary winners 
  

 On Saturday February 
27th Sertoma will  recognized.  
Rhianna Boyer,  Wojciech 
Szwagiel and Luke Conway for 
their  submissions in the annual 
essay contest. They will be 
honored at a brunch ceremony 
at the Hickory Hills Community 
Center.  We are very proud of 
their contributions. 

 
 
 
 Each month Wilkins 
recognizes students who make 
a difference.  For last month 
the se students are:  Ryan 
Sikora,  Michael Burke,  
Heaven Roman,  Erin Bozek,  
Amanda Dickover,  Yasmeen 
Nofal,  Luke Ociesielski,  Fidel 
Serna,  Victoria Dressel,  
Krystal Hurst,  Kamila Batko,  
Chris Ortman,  Natasha 
Naumovski,  Marcin Skobel,  
Matteuz Wesolowski,  
Elisabeth Vaughn,  Vereshia 
Noble,  Taleiya Baker,  Carlos 
Salazar,  Shaquan Lee,  Jason 
Kowalczyk,  Paulina Stafira,  
Alberto Zavala,  Gabreal 
Samham,  Shaquairee Carter,  
Ehab Ayesh,  Jasmeet Atwal,  
Rodrigo Granados,  Joey 
Priorello,  Bryant Smith 
Oõnisha Sneed 
 
 Itôs that time of year again.  

Mail-in registration letters will be 

going home with 7th grade 

students.  This is a perfect 

opportunity to avoid lines at the 

general registration in August.  

Please read the instruction packet 

carefully.  Look for the packets to 

come home with the 3rd quarter 

report cards 

 

8th grade boy’s basketball: 

 The 8th grade boyõs 

basketball team is having a very 

successful season.  In conference, 

the Vikings are 10-4, and first in 

their division.  The boys worked 

extremely hard this season to 

improve as a team.  Practices 

were held over break, in the 

morning, and after school.  The 

boys conditioned, trained, and 

prepared for their games. 

 Recently, the Vikings were 

invited to Argo High School to 

play against Heritage Junior High.  

The game was held on Argoõs 

main court, the playerõs met 

Argoõs coaches, and they ate pizza 

with players from Heritage.  The 

Vikings beat Heritage 27-23. 

 Finally, the Vikings regular 

season came to a close with 8th 
grade night on February 23rd.  All 

graduating 8th grade basketball 

players were honored during half 

time.  The players were also able 

to present a flower to their 

parents, and thank them for all of 

their hard work and dedication.  

As the Vikings enter the post 

season they are ranked 3rd overall 

in conference.  The first playoff 

game will be held on March 4th, at 

4:30pm at Independence Junior 

High.  The Vikings will be playing 

against 6th ranked Jack Hille Middle 

School.  Come out and support 

the Vikings!  Congratulations to 

the 7th grade boyõs basketball team 

this season.   

 The 7th grade Vikings 

overcame many obstacles 

throughout the season. They were 

able to stick together as a team 

and played solid fundamental 

basketball.  The team and Coach 

Opsal would also like to thank 

their two managers for all their 

hard work; Skye Castaneda and 

Jessica Moran. 

STEP T
EAM 

AW
ARDS 

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 



Wilkins Learning Community Statement of Beliefs 

The mission of Indian Springs School District 109 is to provide every student 

with a quality education that will instill a desire and ability to achieve their 

maximum potential as self-supportive, independent, productive citizens for 

the 21st century through offering a positive atmosphere and a variety of 

quality learning experiences. 

This mission statement is supported by the staff of Wilkins School, who 

further believe that: 

Everyone has the potential to learn. 

Learning includes both academic and life skills. 

Children have the right to be educated to their fullest potential. 

Learning respect for the individualôs needs and abilities is necessary in 

the educational process. 

Schools should promote tolerant, thinking, productive citizens. 

All school employees should contribute to the welfare of children. 

Education is a growth process for all involved. 

Learning not only takes place in schools, but also in the community, 

home, and other social institutions. 

The more resources involved; the better the learning process. 

All parents should be involved in their childôs educational process. 

All schools should be funded adequately. 

Schools must provide a safe learning environment for all. 

All members of the learning community share the responsibility for 

educational  improvement. 

Indian Springs School District 

#109 

8001 South 82nd Ave. 

Justice, IL  60458 

708-496-8708 

Fax: 708-728-3114 

isd109.org 

Home of the Vikings 

Weõre on the web at 

isd109.org! 

Wilkins Junior High School 
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Focus on the Standards:  

STATE GOAL 1: Read with understanding and fluency. 

 Why This Goal Is Important: Reading is essential. It is the process by which people gain information 

and ideas from books, newspapers, manuals, letters, contracts, advertisements and a host of other materials. Using 

strategies for constructing meaning before, during and after reading will help students 

connect what they read now with what they have learned in the past. Students who read well and 

widely build a strong foundation for learning in all areas of life. 

Event Date 

Cap & Gown Money Due 4/30/2010 
Pin & Ribbon Money Due 4/30/2010 

Awards Night 5/20/2010 

Dinner Dance 5/24/2010 
8th Grade Field Trip 5/25/2010 

Graduation Ceremony 5/26/2010 

Important 8th grade dates 


