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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
DATES TO REMEMBER

Now that we have started the third quarter, we set our IN FEBRUARY
focus on the upcoming State assessments. The ISAT exams
will be assessing our students in the areas of math, reading, 3 -Boys’ B-ball vs. Worth in North
writing, and science. These are the three areas of Gym at 3:30 p.m.

accountability under the federal No Child Left Behind Act.
Eighth graders will take the state writing test along with math
and reading. Seventh graders will be taking the math, reading
and science test. This information will be extremely important

3—STEP practice

3—Conference Spelling Bee at Arbor
Park at 6:30 p.m.

in helping us continue to align our curriculum to the lllinois 4—St. Lo trip informational meeting for

Learning Standards, placing students in academic programs, /th graders and parents —6:00 p.m. in

and providing the high school with information for scheduling Cafeteria

our eighth graders. 4—Eagle River trip informational
However, to say that the third quarter is the time we meeting for 8th graders and parents—

focus on preparing for the test is actually not accurate. Our 7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria

students have been preparing for this assessment all year. In 8—Boys B-ball at Finley

each classroom, students are practicing test taking skills, 10— Boys’ B-ball at Worth

extended response strategies, and developing effective
reading and writing strategies. Our curriculum at Wilkins
Junior High School is aligned to the lllinois Learning

11—8th graders’ preregistration
meeting with Argo in the cafeteria

Standards through the hard work of the staff and students. 12—NO SCHOOL

We continually look at the Assessment Framework for each 16 & 17—Argo registration for 8th
area of the lllinois Learning Standards including those of graders in the library

Foreign Language, art, music, and physical development. 16—Boys’ B-ball vs. Prairie

17—STEP practice
18—Boys’ B-ball vs. Independence in
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2 PATHS the North Gym at 3:30 p.m.
o . 22—Conference Math contest
W Come join us at our next parent teacher

23—Boys’ B-ball vs. Kolmar in North
Gym at 3:30 p.m.

24—STEP Practice

25—Boys’ Ball tournament at
Independence

25—Band and Orchestra Concert at
Report absences and tardies by 6:30 p.m in North Gym

dialing the attendance line at 27—Band & Orchestra Solo Ensemble
496-8710
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m ﬁraﬂe International House

Mr .
Arts class is finishing work on an in
depth poetry study and preparing to
study writing narratives and persuasive
essays.

Mr . Nucci ods
finishing their poetry unit which is
worth 100 points! January was a
perfect month for the sizzling art as the
students captured the meaning behind
the verse while the freezing
temperatures kept them
indoors. February will find the
students continuing to prepare for
lllinois State testing. In addition, we
wi || be reading
Outsiders. This story is a heroic
account of ofri
b el o n gTha main.character is
happy to count on his brothers while he
faces a gang of trouble at school.

I n Ms.
Studies class, students are learning
about World War I. We covered the
causes and effects of the war, the
technology that was used, the reasons
why the U.S. entered the war, and the
way Americans helped at home to
support the war effort. A chapter test
will be given at the beginning of next
month. February is Black history
month, and during our next unit,
students will learn about civil rights
during the 1950s & 1960s.

I'n Mrs.
students are learning about the solar
system. The sun is our most important
star. Students are learning about the
layers of the sun and its atmosphere.
Nuclear fusion? Students know what it
is and where it occurs in the sun.
Students will be doing a major project
about a planet in the upcoming weeks.
Stop by to see them!

Mr . Siards math
changing fractions, decimals, and
percentages.

Renaissance House

Throughout the month of January,
in Language Arts, we have been working on
a Poetry Unit. The students have been
reading, researching, presenting, and writing
poems using various literary devices. They
have created a collection of poems in their
poetry books that we are very excited to
see. Once all students bring in their books,
we will have a poetry book pass in which
students will be able to read several poems

Team News

c |

ends hi

Volume 6, Issue 5

Page 2

Clubs & Awards

written and found by others. In February, we

Cat her wo od 0 swillbeworling angext structures, the six

traits of writing, and preparing for the ISAT
testing. In Mrs. Ward’s classroom, there may
be a few special visitors during the last week
of February, as Read Across America and

aDy. Sewss aregealelgrated in room 505 — as
many students know, Dr. Seuss is her
favorite author.

Science classes are continuing to
march through space!! We will be learning
about the history of human space travel in
the next few weeks. TDP science will be
finishing their space unit in two weeks when
we will begin a bridge building unit—Two
weeks to build them, two minutes to destroy

Shek . the"’ﬁ'!' PRrdnt & FbB sholif b \?/altching

for an invite tg come to our class at the
beanning or} V@Iarch to watch the

fun!ll Also, everyone keep an eye out for
3" quarter progress reports--- they are

Tar but t on'®mnesgy!y! vgndrak

It’s almost ISAT time!! Please
make sure that your student has a scientific
calculator for math class and the
ISATs. ISAT testing begins March 2 and
it is important that students know how to
use their calculators prior to the test. The
best calculators are the Tl 30 or Tl 34 from
Texas Instruments. They are available just
about everywhere a calculator is
sold. Please contact me with any
questions, kbrazee@isd|09.org.

In Social Studies, during the third

Girodds 9gager gtyfdents wilgsperdgngst of their

time studying the Great Depression and
World War Two. After learning about the
prosperity of the Roaring 20s students are
shocked and dismayed to learn about the
devastating effects of the Stock Market
Crash of 1929 and the Depression that
followed in the 1930s. They also will be
analyzing President Hoover, the Dust Bowl,
the New Deal, President Roosevelt, fireside

C | a schats iardl thd%Ochnk el kal. Edth week

we are looking at documentary footage of
life in both the urban centers and rural areas
of America. Students are keeping up with
current events such as the tragedy in Haiti
and the Toyota recall on automobiles each
week for their news articles due each

Friday. Weekly quizzes are also a critical part
of third quarter grades. Please encourage
your child to study with a partner and
prepare for these expected assessments.
We will move onto World War Two after
progress reports come out later this month.

In the News

m] ﬁra The House of Blitz is busy
preparing for the upcoming ISAT test. In
our Language Arts classes, we are
wrapping up our unit on poetry. Many
students came to the realization that
they are true poets. The month of
February brings us to ISAT practice.
Students will be revisiting all the
concepts that have been covered
throughout the year: main idea, story
element, text structure, and many
more. A major focus will be placed on
extended response.

In math, we are beginning our
unit on geometry, which seems to really
unleash the mathematicians in many
students. We are also spending the
month reviewing already learned topics
to better prepare for the ISATS. We will
also be focusing on extended and short
response problem solving skills for the
ISAT test.

In science, we are emphasizing
and reviewing important concepts each
week that will be questioned on the
ISAT test next month. We are also taking
practice tests to gauge the difficulty
level of the questions. After we finish
with these, we review strategies that
will help us reach the correct answers.

As the test approaches, please
make sure that your child gets plenty of
rest and a good breakfast every day to
better insure their success when testing.

On another note, Ms. Rennie is
proud to announce that she gave hirth
to Maggie Nicole on January 24". Maggie
is healthy and happy to be with her
mommy, daddy and big brother. In order
to get settled with the new addition to
her family, Ms. Rennie will be out of
school for approximately 6 weeks. Mr.
Rusch will be filling in for her while she
is gone. Mr . Rusch
substitute when she had her son two
years ago and is very eager to work with
all the House of Blitz students. We are
very lucky to have him as an addition to
our team, so please join us in a great big
welcome for him!

In the Vithar House we are doing
lots of exciting new units. Students are going
to be exposed to new ideas dealing with
Math, Science, Language Arts, and Social
Studies. In addition to our regular
curriculum, students will also be learning
test taking skills to prepare them for the
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upcoming ISAT tests.

In Language Arts class student are
completing their poetry unit. They have
learned about figurative language, various
poets, and how to use their own
experiences and sensory details to write
their own poetry. In the upcoming weeks
we will be reviewing the essential
comprehension skills, such as
summarization, inferencing, and questioning,
by creating educational posters for the
classrooms.

In Math class students are taking
part in their geometry unit. Students are
creating angle pictures to learn the
differences between the different sized
angles. Soon students will be creating their
own geometry mall in which they will have
to figure out the area and perimeter of the
stores within the mall. Along with
geometry students will also focusing on the
math extended response, in which they will
have not only solve the problem, but also
explain how they arrived at the answer.

Economics is currently the unit of
study in Social Studies class. Students are
learning about the history of money and
why it was important for the government to
standardize money amounts. Life skills,
such as writing checks and understanding
credit cards, are also incorporated into the
economics unit.

Oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon!!!
Can you guess what is going on in Science
class? If you said chemistry, you were right!
We are currently working on getting to
know the periodic table and its’ parts. We
also did a chemistry lab in which the
students had to create crystals out of
bubbles and explain the chemical change.
The Vithar House is excited about the
remainder of the year. We can’t wait for
some of the exciting events planned for the
rest of the year

On January 14, 2010 the gl g
annual Wilkins Junior High School
Spelling Bee was held in the
cafeteria. Many families attended to
see both seventh and eighth graders
compete in the bee. Students who won
will advance to the Conference Spelling
Bee in February in Oak Forest.

In the seventh grade, first

Team News

place went to Maria Gonzalez and
the winning word was
pretzel. Second place went to Kyle
Yerkes, and third place went to
Justyna Kukulka. Christopher Mayes
will be our alternate. At the eighth
grade level first place went to
Mikayla Perecich and the winning
word was plague. Alicja Walkosz
took second place and third place
went to Andrea Moore. The
alternate will be Natasha Naumovski.
Mr. Rich Szponder, the
former dean at Wilkins, served as
Spell Master. Mrs. Pat Foijtik, Mr.
Chris Nuccio and Mrs. Rita Gutkowski
served as judges for the bee. Dr.
Nebor, Dr. Nuccio, Dr. Doogan, Mrs.
Szponder and Mr. Porrey were all
present to support the
students. Mrs. Johnson served as the
Spelling Bee Coordinator.

On Saturday, January 16th,
the Wilkins Jr. High Cheerleaders
participated in the Andrew High
School ICCA Regional cheerleading
competition. This was our second
competition of the year. In efforts to
learn the true meaning of
competition, self improvement, and
sportsmanship, the cheerleaders
main goal of the weekend was to
have a GREAT time and to improve
on their previous score. And improve
is definitely what they did. They
received twenty more points than
they did at their first competition
moving them extremely close to
making it to state. Their coaches,
Ms. Kooyenga and Ms. Valdez are
overjoyed with and more than proud

of their success and sports& ship.
GREAT JOB GIRLS ?"\i}?ﬂfﬁ
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Congratulations to the
Wilkins Jr. High Dance
Team on their 1st Place victory at
the Argo competition yesterday.
They increased their original score
by almost 7 points and scored high
enough to take 1st in even higher
divisions. They worked hard and
looked great out there! Their
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coaches are incredibly proud of them.
Be sure to say congrats when you see
them today. Way to go girls!!

Students wihe malke a diierentEm

Tasneem Hasan, Siobhan
Fitzgerald, Carlos Salzar, Victoria
Halwix, Kelsey Stemmons, Dasia
Hutchinson, Indre Jankauskaite, Lu
Kika, Kinga Kowalczyk, Tarik
Abdullah, Malik Nicholson, Taylor
Milanti, Destiny Lopez, Ala Al
Tarawneh, Paul Szeliga, Cecilia
Robles, Manar Sheikah, Stephanie
Strizak, Yasmeen Nofal, Ryan
Borlongan, Piotr Mamulski, Cosmo
Halwix, Yesenia Nunez, Alex Medina,

John Lerma, Joe Dixon
.1

The 2009-2010 Seventh
Grade Boys Basketball season has
begun. They've had a great start to the
season with the record of three wins and
three losses. Those who made the team
include: Eashaun Banks, Kentrell Howse,
Ryan Borlongan, T.J. Nicholas,
GavorsheyChildress, Dauod Jaber, Michael
Dzierga, Patrick Budyn and Joseph
Dixon. They are coached by Mr. Opsal.

The Eighth Grade Boys Basketball
team is also off to a successful start. They
have won four of their first six games this
season. Congratulations to those who
made the team: Peter Kopacz, Jeremy
Rush, Raekwon Howard, Romello Radford,
Charles Millhouse, Jason Noel, Dalton
Abernathy, Shaquan Lee, Josh Meier, Tony
Garcia, Anthony Martinez, Abdullah Omran
and Alan Oweisi. They are coached by Ms.
Kelly.

8th grade students will
registering for high school this
month. The following home -
rooms will be meeting with the
Argo counselors on 2/16/10:
404 ,501, 208, 505, 504 and
507.

On 2/17/10: 406, 511,
509, 221, 513, and 503



Front Page Team News Clubs & Awards m

Wilkins Learning Community Statement of Beliefs
The mission of Indian Springs School District 109 is to provide every student
with a quality education that will instill a desire and ability to achieve their
i . . maximum potential as seffupportive, independent, productive citizens for
Al Wilkins Junior High School the 2£' century through offering a positive atmosphere and a variety of
quality learning experiences.

This mission statement is supported by the staff of Wilkins School, who
further believe that:

708-496-8708 .
Fax: 708-728-31 14 e Everyone has the potential to learn.

isd109.0rg e Learning includes both academic and life skills.

e Children have the right to be educated to their fullest potential.

e Learning respect for the individual
8001 South 82nd Ave. the educational process.
Justice, IL 60458 L . .
=~ e Schools should promote tolerant, thinking, productive citizens.
) ) = o e All school employees should contribute to the welfare of children.
Indian Springs School District
#109 e Education is a growth process for all involved.

e Learning not only takes place in schools, but also in the community,
home, and other social institutions.

Home of the Vikings

e The more resources involved; the better the learning process.
o Al parents should be involved in t
e All schools should be funded adequately.

Wedr e h e w e b Schyofs must provide a safe learning environment for all.

isd109.org!

on

e All members of the learning community share the responsibility for
educational improvement.

Focus on the Standards:
STATE GOAL I: Read with understanding and fluency.

Why This Goal Is Important: Reading is essential. It is the process by which people gain information
and ideas from books, newspapers, manuals, letters, contracts, advertisements and a host of other materials.
Using strategies for constructing meaning before, during and after reading will help students
connect what they read now with what they have learned in the past. Students who read well and
widelv.build a strong foundation for learning in all areas of life.

Fcore

Both Latin | and Latin Il History which included learning about Latin lls have started a project which
students are reviewing for a large unit the famous Kings, Elowsethem to explordRRoman & s
test coming up on Feb 4™. The exam rise to power and ealltsrewith mored@espth.d eStudlentsn e
will cover everything that has been and fall. Two weeks ago they started have created Roman Personalities for
covering in both courses since the their unit on Roman culture, and so themselves, and we have been
beginning oftheyear. For L at i far, hagedearned about Roman having a series of discussions to
this exam covers chapters 1-7 in the classes, families, slavery, allow them to explore how Romans
Ecce Romani b o o k a ntdnspodation laadthousing.! They i felt about different topics, but also
covers chapters 13-17. For the Latin did especially well with the how they feel themselves about
lIs, as part of the review, students will comparing Roman slavery and pre- different topics, such as love,
be translating their favorite song into Civil War American slavery, and family, politics, war et cetera.

Latin. showed remarkable critical thinking

On a more fun note, the Latin | class skills!

has completed their unit on Roman



