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OUR MISSION 

To provide a safe learning community where every student is guaran-

teed a quality education in  a positive atmosphere providing a variety 

of learning  experiences so that they may become life -long learners.  

 

Wilkins  

Elementary School  

 

Wilkins Elementary School  

October 2009  Volume 5, Issue 2    

 

 

 

                  

IN THIS ISSUE:  

Student Council        2  

òJust Right Bookó      2 

Box Tops!               2  

Health News           3  

Band & Orchestra     3  

Kindergarten Fun      4  

Important Info        4  

 

PLEASE CALL  

496 - 8706  

FOR 

ATTENDANCE  

School has been in session for well over a month and our Wilkins family has 

been setting daily routines and processes which will guarantee a successful 

school year.   The teachers have taken time to get to know their students, not 

only academically, but also each studentõs individual personality, interest, 

and talent. This bonding time creates valuable connections that can last a 

life time.  Setting routines at home are also important to support each childõs 

homework time.  Homework provides the opportunity at home to practice the 

learning that takes place during the day.   

This year we again welcome the students of Governors State University into 

our school. These GSU students, under the supervision of their instructor, 

Ms. Elizabeth Rohlsen, work with students in some classrooms teaching 

strategies of reading.  This partnership between Wilkins and GSU reinforces 

our mission of school improvement.  

Thank you to those parents who attended our August & September 

P.A.T.H.S. meetings. Parent involvement in schools takes shape in many 

ways and one of the most important is active participation in our parent or-

ganization.  Wilkins will only be able to continue the programs and activities 

that support our school with your help.  If each family was able to volunteer 

just two hours a year, then we could accomplish all our goals.  Wonõt you 

come and be an active member?  We need you.    

                                                                Dr. Miriam Royer  

Pumpkin Patch!! . . .  

The annual Pumpkin Patch will be on Wednes-

day, October 21 st at 6:30 p.m. All Kindergarten, 

1st and 2nd grade students will be performing their 

Pumpkin Patch songs on stage in the cafeteria. 

Students will then walk through the courtyard 

Pumpkin Patch with their classmates and be able 

to choose a mini pumpkin. The Pumpkin Patch is 

designed by the student council members and 

sponsors. This is an annual event at Wilkins 

school and we hope that all parents will attend 

this very festive event!  
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Student Council 2009 ñ2010 . . .  

Student Council executive board members 

are pictured above with their  sponsors, Ms. 

Gorleski and Mrs. Angelico after this yearõs 

first student council meeting.    

Newly elected student council members are 

òsworn inó by the student council president, 

using the constitution that was developed by 

the previous yearõs council members. 

Ask your 

child to tell 

you about 

how they 

pick a òJust 

Right Bookó  

Box Tops for Education . . .  

Donºt forget!!  Save your 
Box Tops!!  Watch for info to 
come later in the year when to 
send them in!!   
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Staying Healthy . . .  

 

Itõs the flu season and District 109 and the Cook County Department of Health are working together to 

help protect the health of students and staff.  At school, we are taking precautions, such as offering 

H1N1 vaccination, frequent hand washing, hand -wipes in classrooms, and the disinfection of classrooms 

by our custodial staff.  You can help by PRACTICING THE 3 Cs : 

CLEAN  ð Frequent hand washing  

COVER  ð Cough or sneeze into your sleeve or elbow  

CONTAIN  ð Stay home if sick  

Temperature of 100° or higher (until 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever -

reducing medicines)  

Stuffy/runny nose  

Sore throat and/or cough  

                              Diarrhea/Vomiting  

When you call the school to report a student absence , please give details when you explain the 

reason, for example: òfever,ó òsore throat,ó or òsore knee.ó   

Band and Orchestra News . . .  
The music department would like to thank parents, students, and staff for their cooperation during instrument 

testing time.  We were able to test EVERY student who expressed interest in trying an instrument, and as a re-

sult it looks like we will be having quite large ensembles this year!   

For those who will soon be starting band and orchestra, and those who already have been rehearsing this year, 

we would like to remind you of a few things.  Good behavior is expected while on the buses, even when no teacher 

is present on the bus.  Rules on the buses to and from rehearsals are the same as district policy for bus riding.  

Please review the bus rules with your child to ensure safe transportation to and from rehearsals.  

In Intermediate Band and Orchestra, we are reviewing material we covered last year, and moving forward to pre-

pare for upcoming concerts.  Please remind your student to practice at least 15 minutes daily.  Set up a place 

they can always practice comfortably without distractions.  Choose a time that they can work for 15 minutes 

every day (for example, practice for 15 minutes right when they get home, before they can eat dinner!).  It is bet-

ter to practice well, for a shorter amount of time, than to practice for a longer amount of time without focus.  

Since our time with your student is limited, it is essen-

tial that students have good attendance and always 

have their materials.  Help your child remember the 

days they need their instrument and music.  Put the 

materials needed for rehearsal and lesson days right by 

the door so that they can grab it on the way out, even if 

they are running late!  It is easy to fall behind, if a stu-

dent consistently forgets their materials.  

We look forward to a successful, music filled, school 

year with every student!  

Pictured right:  Intermediate Orchestra members 

taking a break between songs at our Open House.  

The Districtõs Band and Orchestra students show-

case their talents at various events throughout the 

year.  

 

 



Kindergarten Learning Fun! . . .  
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Weõre on the Web at  

www.isd109.org  

NEXT P.A.T.H.S. MEETING IS  
   WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 AT  

3:30 P.M.  

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!  

 

 

 

 

Parents - Administrators - Teachers Helping Students  

8001 South 82 Avenue  

Justice, Illinois  60458  

Phone: 708498708 

Fax: 708-728-3114 

E-mail: mroyer@isd109.org  
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articipate in your childàs learning. 

ccept only the best your child can do. 

ead to and with your child each night. 

xemplify behaviors you want your child to copy.  

urture the attitude in your child that he/she CAN learn. 

alk to your child and listen every day. 

The students in Mrs. Cimarolliõs kindergarten class 

have been busy with learning about letters and sounds. 

The students are not only learning about letters, but 

also how to print them. Whatõs a more fun way to write 

than with shaving cream? The children have been very 

excited about using shaving cream to help with letter 

making. Itõs not only fun, but it strengthens the stu-

dentsõ fine motor skills and is a great hands on experi-

ence for them. The children are looking forward to many 

other fun ways to work on printing letters and learning 

their sounds.  


