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PLEASE  CALL  

496 - 8706  

FOR 

ATTENDANCE  

The first grading quarter ended on Wednesday, October 21 st and teachers have 

been scheduling Parent -Teacher Conferences  to discuss student progress 

and goals for the year.  Parent -Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, 

November 12 th  from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Friday, November 13 th  from 8:30 ð 

2:30 p.m.  If you have not yet made an appointment to meet with your childõs 

teacher, please contact them this week.  This is an essential part of communi-

cation between home and school for the well -being of our students.  

November  16 ð 20, 2009 is the 88 th  annual American Education Week  cele-

bration.  This event spotlights the importance of providing every child in Amer-

ica with a quality public education from kindergarten through college, and the 

need for everyone to do his or her part in making public schools great.  To raise 

awareness about the critical need to provide every child with a quality public 

education, District 109 is hosting Parent Visitation Days.   

Wilkins Elementary invites parents to attend classes on Tuesday, November 

16th  and Thursday, November 18 th  from 9:00 ð 11:00 a.m. and also from 1:00 ð 

2:00 p.m.  This event will be part of a nationwide effort to draw attention to 

American Education Week's theme, "Great Public Schools: A Basic Right and 

Our Responsibility." The theme represents the vision of calling upon all Ameri-

cans to do their part in making public schools great for every child, so that they 

can grow and achieve in the 21st Century.  

By hosting Parent Visitation Days, we will be joining millions of Americans 

nationwide in American Education Week celebration by spreading the word 

about the important role of great public schools in the lives of students.  Please 

come to visit us.  We have a seat reserved for you!  

                                                                          Dr. Miriam Royer  

Just the Right Book!. . .  

A second grade student  explains how he used 

the Five Finger Rule when selecting his òjust 

rightó book to the Principal, Dr. Miriam 

Royer.  Students are encouraged to use differ-

ent techniques to determine for themselves if 

books are at an appropriate reading level.  



Page 2 Wilkins Elementary School 

Veteransõ Day . . . 

Box Tops for Education . . .  
We will be collecting Box Tops for Education again this year.  This is a wonderful 

fundraiser that supports schools through money that can be used to enhance our 

resources for improved academic achievement.  

You can earn cash for our school every time you shop for groceries.  Clip box tops 

from hundreds of your favorite products.  Each box top coupon is worth 10 cents 

to our school and that adds up fast!  

Visit boxtops4education.com for a complete list of products.  

In honor of the many men and women who have served, or are 

currently serving this country, we are putting up a Veteranõs 

Day bulletin board.  If you have a family member who has or is 

now serving in the United States Military, please send in the 

form that was distributed last week no later than November 

6th .  You may also include a picture, but please make it a copy as 

it will not be returned .  Please keep pictures to 5x7 or smaller.  

Thank you for your participation.  

Communities and schools working together make the greatest difference! 

This month Mrs. Schenkõs sixth grade class 

buddied up with Mrs. Koenigõs third grade 

class for ôReading Buddiesõ.  The classes met 

every Friday afternoon to work on reading  

activities related to the Language Arts       

curriculum.   Sixth and third grade students 

paired up and practiced QAR, reading fluency 

and comprehension strategies, while sharing 

their favorite books.  

Reading Buddies . . .  

The Art of Printmaking . . .  

Our 6 th  grade students discovered the process of printmaking in Art 

Class. After discussing how printmaking is used in many things 

they use every day (t -shirts, newspaper, books, etc.), the students 

created their own printed project.   First, the students drew a pic-

ture of an animal in its environment.   Next, they were to trace the 

picture onto a sheet of Styrofoam.   Mrs. OõHanley then showed the 

students how to apply the ink onto the surface of the Styro-

foam.  Afterward, the students placed the sheet onto a clean piece 

of paper, burnished down, then pulled apart for a perfect print!  
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Staying Healthy . . .  

 

Itõs the flu season and District 109 and the Cook County Department of Health are working together to 

help protect the health of students and staff.  At school, we are taking precautions, such as offering 

H1N1 vaccination, frequent hand washing, hand -wipes in classrooms, and the disinfection of classrooms 

by our custodial staff.  You can help by PRACTICING THE 3 Cs : 

CLEAN  ð Frequent hand washing  

COVER  ð Cough or sneeze into your sleeve or elbow  

CONTAIN  ð Stay home if sick  

Temperature of 100° or higher (until 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever -

reducing medicines)  

Stuffy/runny nose                                                     

Sore throat and/or cough                                   

                              Diarrhea/Vomiting  

When you call the school to report a student absence , please give details when you explain the 

reason, for example: òfever,ó òsore throat,ó or òsore knee.ó   

Band and Orchestra News . . .  
Ms. DesJardins and Mrs. Norton would like to welcome all of the students and parents who are new to 

the band and orchestra program.  The beginning rehearsals are off to a wonderful start and the stu-

dents are making wonderful progress on their instruments.  We would like to thank all of the begin-

ning parents for your patience during the first week of rehearsals.  The first week tends to be a little 

hectic with the bus schedules and new procedures and we appreciate all of the help and support you 

have given during this time.  

As the winter season approaches we would like to remind everyone to practice bus safety at all times.  

The students are dismissed from rehearsal promptly at 3:45p.m. to board the bus for the ride home.  It 

is important that all students continue to model excellent behavior during the rehearsals and while on 

the bus.  If you are picking up your child from the rehearsal, please arrive at the cafeteria by 3:45p.m. 

to ensure your child gets home on time.  

The beginning and intermediate ensembles are working hard in preparation for the holiday concert.  

Your child will receive a reminder regarding this performance as the date gets closer but please check 

your childõs calendar in the hand book and mark the date. 

Mrs. Norton would also like to remind the intermediate band parents and students that on Saturday, 

December 5th, the ensemble will perform in a festival in Downerõs Grove, Illinois.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for the students to hear other groups and work with a clinician.  Your child will receive 

information in early November regarding times but please mark this date in your calendar.  

We thank you for your help and look forward to seeing you at the performances.          

 

Miss Hallõs First Grade Class just began a unit on Animal Habitats. 

The class will be researching, reading, and writing about four different 

Animal Habitats. This is a very exciting unit for our first graders be-

cause they were just introduced to our Animal Habitats Webquest at 

the computer lab on Thursday. The students will be using the com-

puter to complete two tasks as part of the Webquest. As part of this 

project, the students will be taking a computer quiz, watching videos 

on Safari, visiting websites, and reading non -fiction stories on Deserts, 

Oceans, Forests, and the Arctic.  

 

Learning About Animal Habitats . . .  


