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OUR MISSION
To provide a safe learning community where every student is guaran-

Wilkins teed a quality education in a positive atmosphere providing a variety
of learning experiences so that they may become life -long learners.

Elementary School

Principal 6s Not es

What ds the weather going to be |ike thi
length of time, you have experienced the cold, the snow, and the ice. Well, the
weather we have had so far is what we would expect in January in the Mid-

west. Many things we experience help us Build Background Knowledge

that we use to learn and understand new information. This is critical in the
ILLINOIS education of our children. The teachers spend time with focused instruction to
SPOTLIGHT build background knowledge so that learning new concepts of reading, math,
SCHOOL and other curriculum areas is more successful.

You donot have to be a teacher to help
IN THIS ISSUE: give them interesting experiences to build a broader framework to use when

they encounter new information. When children have a variety of experiences

to think about when they are learning, they have a better chance of making a

Fact or Fiction 2 connection with what they read.

Fourth Grade Speakers 2 You can do these things with your child to build their treasure box of experi-
ences.

1. TAKE A TRIP ~ Outdoors: to the park, to a sporting event, take a
hike. Indoors: watch a TV program about volcanoes or how boats are

Expository Reading 2

Pancake Breakfast 2

Dress for the Weather 3

Honor Roll 3 made. On the internet, take a virtual tour of a far away place.
G.REAT. 3 2. TALK ABOUT IT ~ Talk about the plants you saw, the smells in the
Toy Drive 3 Zoo, or the people you met. Ask que

pl ant was that color?6
3.  FOLLOW UP WITH A BOOK ~ Find out what interests your child,

Reminderit HIN1 3

Room 502 Helpers 4 then go to the library to get more information. Check out a book about
P.A.T.H.S. Delivers 4 l'izards or pyramids. Make comment s
when we saw the barge getting | oaded
Important Info 4 o ) o
Building background knowledge is more than fun, it is a key to better

learning and understanding.
Dr. Miriam Royer

Campbell Products and Boxtops for Education. . .

Please keep saving and sending them in.  We will be redeeming the box
tops and purchasing school supplies with the Campbell Soup labels.
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Expository Reading Rewards. . .

== ‘ & :5-.-- 7500 N Crarodiery

Mr s . Koenigbs third grade students hav eAfterdearningWwawrtdk i n g
write step -by-step directions, each student designed an invitation in which they had to write directions on

how to get to our classroom. They invited people like the principal, vice principal, reading teachers,

nurses, secretaries, librarians, and others to an ice cream patrty. The invitations gave step by step direc-

tions on how to get from their office to room 201.  After making the ice cream sundaes the students wrote a
How-To Essay. They wrote the steps in building an ice cream sundae.  Every third grade student was able

to add great details and transition words after experiencing it first-

hand.

Second Grade i Fact or Opinion . . .

Mrs. Gedwill's second grade class enjoys working in coop-
erative groups to apply skills they learn. lllinois standard
1C-1.3.25 Differentiate between fact and opinion was
taught to the class in November.  They then gathered in
small cooperative groups of three or four to search for facts/
opinions in the nonfiction book Basketball By Nat Gabriel.
The students enjoyed discussing why they think the state-
ment they chose was either a fact or opinion. When they
finished finding four examples of each concept, they re-
ported their findings to the class as a group.

Pancake Breakfast! . . .

Fourth grade students The Wilkins Elementary Student Council will
from Mr. Ki t t kehgsting itg firsgPancake Breakfast on Janu-
recite a poem at the end ary 13t The breakfast will take place in the
of their lunch period. cafeteria from 7:30 -8:00 a.m. The cost is $3 per
person, and it is all you can eat! All students
Each student took turns and family members are welcome, but please

speaking to the 4™, 5" make sure that if your child is coming, an adult
and 6t graders in the is coming as well. There will be a screening of
audience. Happy Feet during the breakfast. We hope to

see you there!
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Dress for the Weather . . .

Winter is here and it is important that students dress appropriately for
outdoor recess. This would include a heavy coat, hat, gloves or mittens and
warm socks. We will be outdoors unless the wind chill falls below 20° or if it
rains or snows. Please keep these things in mind when getting students
ready for school. You can check the weather forecast by clicking the
weather link on the bottom left side of the district website.

Officer DeBella overseeing

a student from Ms
sixth grade class who is
experiencing impaired vi-

sion with the aid of special

glasses that depict effects

of being under the influ-

ence of drugs.

Dr. Royer hands out pencils as
honor roll awards.

Toy Drive. . . .

The Wilkins Elementary Student Council had their annual Toy Drive. The students collected 1,210
toys! The student council members took all of the toys over to the Justice Village Hall to wrap the
presents. The presents went to children in the community and the slightly more gently used toys
were donated to hospitals. The students did a fantastic job wrapping the presents and felt really
good about what they were doing for their community

HI1N1 Important Reminder! . ..

THE DEADLINE FOR RETURNING THE PAPERWORK REGARDING THE H1N1 VACCINE IS
DUE BY FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 . EVEN IF YOU DO NOT ELECT TO HAVE YOUR STUDENT(S)
PARTICIPATE IN THIS OFFER, THE RESPONSE MUST BE RETURNED TO THE OFFICE. THE
DATE THE VACCINES WILL BE GIVEN IS TUESDAY, JANUARY 26.




