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As adults, it is our responsibility to make sure every boy and girl at Wilkins Ele-

mentary sees him/herself as a learner who can succeed.  They must believe in 

themselves as readers and writers, future workers and community citizens. We 

can send a message that we all believe in them and value their education.   Here 

are ways to encourage success: 

Pay Attention - If you want your child to finish his homework without nagging, 

the first time he sits down without being reminded, pay attention.  A short, 

"Kenny, you're meeting your goal for today.  Great work!" is all it will take.  

Don't Wait - We all get caught up in what we are doing.  However, there is 

nothing that works as well as immediate feedback. You could say, "Kylie, 

thanks so much for taking the dog for a walk!ó Then, she will be much more 

likely to take the dog for a walk the next day.  

Reinforce the Small Steps - If Mike wants to pull his spelling grade up to an 

A.  This week he's not quite there --but he did make some improvement. Re-

mind him of the fable of the tortoise and the hare. Slow but steady really 

does win the race.  

Be Specific - Your child is trying to bring up her math grade.  So after she does 

her homework, she takes time to check her answers.  Don't just say, "Good 

job." Tell her, "You checked your work. That's a good way to catch little mis-

takes that can lower your grade."  

Prioritize School  - Have children at school every single day and on time. Send 

a clear message that you value their education and as a result, you plan 

around it.  

Reading - Help your child spend most of their reading time in a "just right" 

book.  Some parents have expressed concern that a 'just right' book seems too 

easy-however, research demonstrates that is exactly where your child will 

make the most gains in order to get to the next level of reading.   It doesn't 

mean children can't spend time in more challenging books, however, the bulk 

of their reading time needs to be in 'just right' books. Structure home time, so 

reading is an expectation and set aside time for uninterrupted reading (so 

important).   Have conversations with your child about what they are read-

ing.   Ask how, why, and "I wonder . . ." questions. Have them explain their 

thinking and what they understand about what they are reading.   Ask about 

the characters, where the story takes place, what the conflict or big problem 

is in the story, what the author wants the reader to think about, or what 

your child thinks might happen next, etc.                              (contõd on page 2) 
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Parent Technology Survey. . .  

 Important!  Student Arrival . . .  

 

 

 

Writing - Provide opportunities to see authentic writing outside of school (how we, as parents or others 

write).   Provide additional opportunities outside of school for students to write to serve a real purpose 

(letters to Grandma, thank you notes, family shopping lists and diary/journal entries) and to enjoy 

creative writing (stories for family and friends).  

Math  - Take advantage of any opportunity to talk about how math is used in everyday living. Be sure to 

point out examples when you are using math.   Name those examples for them! So when you're cook-

ing, or measuring for a home repair, or planning a trip, get your child involved in figuring out the 

math.  

Problem Solving  - Don't be afraid to verbalize your thinking process out loud as you problem solve a 

situation.   That kind of modeling is extremely valuable to children.   Hearing and watching you as 

you approach a challenge provides kids additional tools in their thinking toolkit.   They can learn a lot 

from you about how to approach a problem and the various strategies you use in order to solve it.  

Hopefully, you will find some of these suggestions helpful. Thank you for all the support you give to your 

children and our school. Together, we can and will continue to provide a great place for these wonderful 

children to learn and grow!  

                                                                                                                                             Dr. Miriam Royer  

Please log onto www.isd109.org  and click òGeneral Information.ó 

 

Click on òParent Technology Surveyó. 

 

It only takes less than 5 minutes and will help District 109 better  

understand and serve the technology needs of parents, students,  

and the community.  

School starts at 8:30 a.m.   Students can begin entering 

the building after 8:15 a.m.   There is no adult supervision 

before 8:15 a.m. and therefore students should not arrive at 

school before 8:15 a.m. 

Teacher Collaboration . . .  

Mr. Brent Kittel and Miss Teri McEntee collaborate 

to solve a critical thinking puzzle on a Teacher Insti-

tute Day.  The puzzle served as an introduction to a 

deeper discussion of the application of higher order 

mathematical problem solving skills which are inte-

grated into classroom instruction on a daily basis.   

 

 

8:15 a.m. 

http://www.isd109.org
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Dress for the Weather . . .  
Winter is here and it is important that students dress appropriately for 

outdoor recess. This would include a heavy coat, hat, gloves or mittens and 

warm socks. We will be outdoors unless the wind chill falls below 20° or if  it 

rains or snows.  Please keep these things in mind when getting students 

ready for school.   You can check the weather forecast by clicking the 

weather link on the bottom left side of the district website.     

 

 Band and Orchestra News . . .  

Lost and Found . . 

Educator of the Year. . .  
Mrs. Dawn Koenig, a 3rd Grade 

teacher at Wilkins Elementary 

School, was honored by the Bridge-

view Lions Club as  Educator of the 

Year.  The presentation ceremony 

was held at Toyota Park in Bridge-

view on Sunday, January 17, 

2010. Nominated by her colleagues, 

Mrs. Koenig was recognized for her 

professional expertise, devotion to 

high quality education and deep be-

lief in collaboration in the interest of 

student achievement.   We are all 

very proud to have Mrs. Koenig and 

other excellent educators at Wilkins 

Elementary School.  

The band and orchestra students have been working hard in preparation for the winter concert.  The 

winter concert for beginning students will take place on Monday, February 22 nd at 6:30p.m. in the 

North Gymnasium at Wilkins School.  The intermediate students will perform their winter concert 

on Wednesday, February 24 th  at 6:30p.m. in the Wilkins North Gymnasium.  Your child will receive 

additional information regarding this performance as the date gets closer.  

The intermediate band and orchestra students have been working hard in preparation for the Dis-

trict #109 Solo and Ensemble Competition.  The students will have the opportunity to perform a solo 

or ensemble in front of a judge and will receive helpful feedback for future performances.  This event 

will take place during the morning of Saturday, February 27 th  at Wilkins Junior High.  Your child 

will receive his or her time approximately two weeks before the event.  

Ms. DesJardins and Mrs. Norton would like to thank everyone for their hard work.  Please continue 

to practice 10 ð 15 minutes each day to progress on the concepts covered in rehearsal.  Keep up the 

good work! 

 ÚA master can tell 
you what he expects 
of you.  A teacher, 

though, awakens 
your own  

expectations.Û 
Patricia Neal  

THERE ARE MANY, MANY ITEMS IN OUR  LOST 

AND FOUND.  THERE IS A RECEPTACLE IN OUR 

ATTENDANCE OFFICE; OTHER ITEMS ARE ON A 

TABLE IN THE CAFETERIA.  JEWELRY, KEYS 

AND EYEGLASSES ARE KEPT IN THE OFFICE.  

PLEASE ASK YOUR STUDENT TO CHECK AT 

THESE LOCATIONS FOR MISSING ITEMS.  



Help for Haiti . . .  
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6th Grade Poetry News . . .  

Each month, Wilkins Elementary students are presented with various character education les-

sons.  This month, students are discussing what it means to be caring.   In an effort to better under-

stand and practice caring actions, each class will be collecting money for the earthquake victims in 

Haiti.   On Friday, February 19, funds from each classroom will be collected and sent to  K.I.D.S. (Kids 

In Distressed Situations).   This is an organization that provides children and families who have been 

affected by natural disasters with new clothes, shoes, toys, furniture, books, and juvenile prod-

ucts.  Please discuss examples of caring acts with your children, and, if you are able to contribute, 

send funds in a marked envelope.    

Thanks for your help in this effort!  

 

 

Our school community is participating in a fundraising food program called Market Day .   

Each month, as a participating Market Day  school, restaurant -quality food products, from the same 

vendors that supply many upscale restaurants, will be available for purchase. Market Day products 

are competitively priced and our organization will earn profit on your purchases.   

We can earn this money without our students going door -to-door, without purchasing products we 

wouldn't ordinarily purchase, and with the knowledge that all products are of exceptional quality and 

covered by a Satisfaction Guarantee ! 

The order sheet will be coming home once a month with your student.   

Please take a few minutes to review it and place an order. We are confident that this fundraising pro-

gram will not only benefit our school and the programs we support, but will also benefit you as the 

consumer.     

You can find out more about Market Day and even place your order online at www.marketday.com . 

Our Market Day account # is 1472.  Register your e -mail address to receive reminders to order and 

special offers for online customers. Market Day also accepts the LINK card . 

Please give Market Day a try!  

Here are our dates for the rest of the year: February 22, March 22 April 26, and May 17 .  

Plus, anyone who orders every month for the remainder of the year will be entered into a 

raffle for a $50.00 Best Buy  gift card!  Itõs a great time to try Market Day! 

If you have any questions, call Debbie Raschke@ 708 -496-8708. 

Market Day News . . .  

Mrs. Angelicoõs 6th  grade class is 

working on their Poetry Books.  Each 

student wrote seven different types of 

poems (haiku, limerick, two -word, 

cinquain, diamante, concrete and free 

verse) and are creating their own 

books out of them!  They are typing 

and drawing out the poems for their 

final project on poetry.  

http://www.marketday.com/

